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Strong shearing pressure, in fact, began again that evening.
Sledges and camping gear were put on the ice. The leak got
worse and every now and then the ship was given a fresh squeeze.
The worst pressure started at 2 p.m. on the zjth and then the
water began to gain on the pumps.
The attack of the ice reached its climax at 4 p.m. The ship was hove stern
up by the pressure. . . . The decks were breaking upwards and the water was
pouring in below. ... At 5 p.m. [wrote Shackleton], I ordered all hands on
to the ice. The twisting, grinding floes were working their will at last on the
ship. It was a sickening sensation to feel the decks breaking up under one's
feet, the great beams bending and then snapping with a noise like heavy gun-
fire. The water was overmastering the pumps, and to avoid an explosion
when it reached the boilers I had given orders for the fires to be drawn. . . .
Just before leaving, I looked down the engine-room skylight as I stood on the
quivering deck and saw the engines dropping sideways. ... I cannot des-
cribe the impression of ruthless destruction that was forced upon me. . . ,
The floes, with the force of millions of tons of moving ice behind them, were
simply annihilating the ship.
Commander Worsley wrote in his diary that night:
First night on floe. . . . Shortly after we had camped . . . we could hear
the crushing and smashing up of her beams and timbers, and subsequent exam-
ination of her showed that only six cabins aboard had not been pierced by floes
and blocks of ice. The whole of the forecastle and Ritz were submerged, the
wardroom and every one of the starboard cabins were driven through by ice.
The 'Endurance had drifted a point to point distance of 573
miles in the 281 days since being beset, but the sum of the courses
based on the observed positions made the distance 1,186 miles, or
about 4 miles a day between the daily positions. When the ship
was abandoned the nearest shelter was at Snow Hill Island in Dr.
Nordenskjold's hut, 312 miles to the north; but there were more
stores on Paulet Island, 34 miles farther away. Snow Hill Island
was near the larger James Ross Island, and Robertson Island was
still nearer the wrecked ship. The first intention, therefore, was
to make a sledge journey to Robertson Island.
In preparation for the journey every useless article had to be
abandoned and things had a very different value from that in
civilization, An ounce of food was a necessity, whereas a sove-
reign was a useless burden. As an example of this, ShacJdeton
threw away his gold watch, gold cigarette case and a handful
of sovereigns. The men followed by discarding everything ex-
cept the barest necessities. As Worsley said, it was Shackleton's